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the Middle East. A fight not directed at any
particular nation or any particular faith but
at a callous, criminal organization whose poli-
cies of violence violate the teachings of every
religion.

In particular, it is very important that
Americans understand that the threat we
face is not part of the Islamic faith. Hundreds
of millions of Muslims all over the world, in-
cluding millions right here in the United
States, oppose terrorism and deplore the
twisting of their religious teachings into jus-
tification of inhumane, indeed, ungodly acts.

Our efforts against terrorism cannot and
will not end with this strike. We should have
realistic expectations about what a single ac-
tion can achieve. And we must be prepared
for a long battle. But it’s high time that those
who traffic in terror learn they, too, are vul-
nerable.

I’m determined to use all the tools at our
disposal. That is why I have just signed an
Executive order directing the Treasury to
block all financial transactions between the
bin Ladin terrorist group and American per-
sons and companies. We’ll urge other gov-
ernments to do the same. We must not allow
sanctuary for terrorism—not for terrorists or
for their money. It takes money, lots of it,
to build the network bin Ladin has. We’ll
do our best to see that he has less of it.

Finally, as we close ranks against inter-
national threats, we must remember this:
America will never give up the openness, the
freedom, and the tolerance that define us.
For the ultimate target of these terrorist at-
tacks is our ideals, and they must be de-
fended at any cost.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:55 a.m.
on August 21 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 22.
This transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 21 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Pope John Paul
II; President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; and Usama
bin Ladin, who allegedly sponsored terrorist at-
tacks on the U.S. Embassies in Kenya and Tanza-
nia.

Statement on Progress Against
Drunk Driving
August 24, 1998

The data released today by the Depart-
ment of Transportation shows that we are
making real progress in protecting Americans
from drunk drivers. Last year, the number
of people killed in alcohol-related crashes
dropped to an all-time low, representing a
decline of over a third since 1982. For the
first time since we started keeping these sta-
tistics in 1975, drunk driving deaths ac-
counted for less than 40 percent of all traffic
deaths. And alcohol-related fatalities among
16- to 20-year-olds dropped by 5 percent last
year alone.

Our progress is the result of stronger laws,
tougher enforcement, and increased public
awareness. In particular, today’s statistics
show the importance of the legislation I
fought for and signed 3 years ago to ensure
zero tolerance for underage drinking and
driving. But there is more we must do. We
could save even more lives by passing a tough
national standard of impaired driving at .08
blood alcohol content (BAC)—and I con-
tinue to challenge the Congress to enact this
life-saving measure. If we work together, we
can spare thousands of families from the grief
and anger of losing a loved one to a prevent-
able drunk driving crash, and make our
roads, highways, and communities safer for
all Americans.

Statement on the Death of Lewis F.
Powell, Jr.
August 25, 1998

Hillary and I are deeply saddened by the
death of Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr., one of
our most thoughtful and conscientious Jus-
tices. For over 15 years on the Supreme
Court, he approached each case without an
ideological agenda, carefully applying the
Constitution, the law, and Supreme Court
precedent regardless of his own personal
views about the case. His opinions were a
model of balance and judiciousness. As a re-
sult, he was the decisive voice on the Court
in addressing some of the most important
issues of our day.
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Justice Powell was an admirable public
servant. Our thoughts and prayers are with
his loved ones.

Proclamation 7117—Death of Lewis
F. Powell, Jr.
August 25, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for the memory of

Lewis F. Powell, Jr., retired Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States,
I hereby order, by the authority vested in
me as President by the Constitution and laws
of the United States of America, that the flag
of the United States shall be flown at half-
staff on the day of his interment. On such
day the flag shall be flown at half-staff until
sunset upon all public buildings and grounds,
at all military posts and naval stations, and
on all naval vessels of the Federal Govern-
ment in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions; and at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:12 a.m., August 26, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 27.

Executive Order 13100—President’s
Council on Food Safety
August 25, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
improve the safety of the food supply

through science-based regulation and well-
coordinated inspection, enforcement, re-
search, and education programs, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of President’s
Council on Food Safety. (a) There is estab-
lished the President’s Council on Food Safe-
ty (‘‘Council’’). The Council shall comprise
the Secretaries of Agriculture, Commerce,
Health and Human Services, the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the Assistant to
the President for Science and Technology/
Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, the Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy, and the Director of the
National Partnership for Reinventing Gov-
ernment. The Council shall consult with
other Federal agencies and State, local, and
tribal government agencies, and consumer,
producer, scientific, and industry groups, as
appropriate.

(b) The Secretaries of Agriculture and of
Health and Human Services and the Assist-
ant to the President for Science and Tech-
nology/Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy shall serve as Joint Chairs
of the Council.

Sec. 2. Purpose. The purpose of the Coun-
cil shall be to develop a comprehensive stra-
tegic plan for Federal food safety activities,
taking into consideration the findings and
recommendations of the National Academy
of Sciences report ‘‘Ensuring Safe Food from
Production to Consumption’’ and other input
from the public on how to improve the effec-
tiveness of the current food safety system.
The Council shall make recommendations to
the President on how to advance Federal ef-
forts to implement a comprehensive science-
based strategy to improve the safety of the
food supply and to enhance coordination
among Federal agencies, State, local, and
tribal governments, and the private sector.
The Council shall advise Federal agencies in
setting priority areas for investment in food
safety.

Sec. 3. Specific Activities and Functions.
(a) The Council shall develop a comprehen-
sive strategic Federal food safety plan that
contains specific recommendations on need-
ed changes, including measurable outcome
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